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To:
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Chair, State Referee Committee
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Alfred Kleinaitis
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Re:
Player Behavior in Celebrating a Goal



Date:
October 3, 2005

Scoring a goal is an emotional moment in soccer and appropriate expressions of joy are to be expected.  However, the Laws of the Game make clear that such celebrations must not unduly delay the restart of play, nor must they involve actions which are derisory, calculated to demean the opponents, or be offensive to participants and spectators.

In a match on September 24, 2005, between Chivas USA and the Colorado Rapids, Rapids players #19 (Dedi) and #22 (Nkong) clearly crossed this line.  Following a goal by Dedi (which merely increased the Rapids lead in added time to 3-1), Dedi (mimicked shortly by Nkong) went down on the ground on all fours and began crawling and lifting a leg.  The action suggested an animal marking territory and was both derisory toward their opponents and patently offensive.  

If considered no more than an excessive celebration, which unnecessarily delayed the restart of play, the proper course of action would be a caution and a yellow card to both players.  If this were considered an action that showed a lack of respect for the game, the proper decision would be a caution and a yellow card to both players.  If their behavior were considered offensive or insulting (“language” includes nonverbal, symbolic actions), the response should be a send off and a display of the red card.

The specific decision in these cases must be based on the “temperature” of the match and the cultural context in which the actions are occurring.  Referees are reminded that nonverbal language can be taken in many different ways, positively or negatively, based on the culture of those committing or viewing the actions.  As with any language issue, referees must be concerned primarily with the impact on the match and its participants.
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